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the comparative frequency with which gall stones occur and
the extreme rarity of primary cancer of the gall bladder. With
regard to the former, it has been estimatedby Kehr and others
tthat gall stones are present in about Io per cent. of all adults,
as determined by po8t-mortem examination. With regard to
the latter, the rarity of primary cancer of the gall bladder
is so great that of 7,297 cancer patients under treatment in
large London hospitals I found only I I had primary cancer of
the gall bladder; and of ii, I3I cancer patients in the Vienna
hospitals Gurlt found only 5 instances of primary cancer of
the gall bladder. I submit that these figures only admit of
one interpretation, namely, that cancer of the gall bladder is
not caused by the gall stones so often found in association
with it.

It seems to me that facts of this kind ought not" to be
ignored.-I remain, etc.,

J

Clifton, Bristol, Dec. 5th. W. ROGER WILLIAMS.

SIR,-In answer to Mr. Bilton Pollard's letter I am very
sorry that during the transcription of my notes into type an
error has crept into my published lecture, which, however, did
not occur during its delivery, when I remarked that both Mr.
Bilton Pollard and Mr. Charles A. Morton had each per-
formed seven colectomies for cancer without a death.
In the typewritten copy sent to the BRITISH MEDICAL

JOURNAL the subsequent histories of Mr. Morton's cases have
been placed immediately after Mr. Pollard's name instead of
in their proper place a few lines below, after Mr. Morton's
name. It should read:

Mlr. Bilton Pollard published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for
January 23rd, 1904, reports of seven colectomies without a death, and
in none of the cases had there been recurrence of the disease; one
patient lived for four years and died of heart disesse, and the others
were living at periods of four years, two and a-half years, two years and
two months, nine months, six months, and two months respectively
after operation,

It adds additional interest to this important series of cases
to know that these patients are still free from recurrence,. and
it fully bears out my statement that cases in which the
disease is limited ought to be capable of cure by enterectomy
if operated on early.-I am, etc.,
London, W., Dec. 12th. A. W. MAYO ROBSON.

THE CAUSATION OF INSANITY.
SIR,-With reference to an article in the BRITISH MEDICAL

JOURNAL of November 26th, page 1474, may I be allowed to
direct attention to a cause of insanity not included in the list
quoted, and to which, I think, too little attention is being
given by the Commissioners in Lunacy, as well as by the
profession generally ?
The question with regard to insanity at present chiefly

occupying attention is that of its apparent great and steady
increase within recent years; and what is anxiously looked
for is some possibly removable cause which might tend to
explain such increase. Now of the twenty causes stated
(Table XXII, Appendix A of Report), while all are frequently
direct causes of insanity, not one can be held as accounting
for any increase in the prevalence of that terrible malady,
there being no reason to suppose that any of them are more
operative now than they were thirty years ago.
In the absence of any assigned exciting cause of recent

origin, the question to be faced is as to the reason for an
increasing amount of mental breakage under existing condi-
tions of nervous strain; or, otherwise, a decreasing degree of
staying power on the part of the brain manifesting itself
within the last thirty years, according to Dr. Clouston, to the
extent of about 4o per cent. What has to be sought for, then,
is the cause or causes of physical degeneracy of the brain
specially operative within that period; and the line upon
which such an inquiry should be directed is obviously that of
development in the young.

All experience in physical development, upon which stay-
ing power depends, goes to show that it is in direct relation
to the conditions bearing upon and determining activity
during growth. This principle is well understood and acted
upon by all who have to do with horses, and it is demonstrated
on the human body-to which less consideration} is given-in
certain trades in which boys have been put out to hard work,
resulting in stunted growth and poor physique. There is
nothing to warrant the assumption that the brain is exempted
from this physiological law.
The great outstanding feature affecting the young specially

operative during the last thirty years is, undoubtedly, the

so-called " educational" high pressure commencing with the
Education Act of I870. The passing and application of this
Act was speedily followed by an outcry in the country against
what was called " over-pressure in school work," or, in other
words, putting excessive strain upon the young brain as a
result of the system of payment by results. After years of
such a state of matters, a Royal Commission was appointed
to inquire into the facts, and in its report confirmed the
existence, to a considerable extent, of over-pressure, stating
that a number of cases of serious illness, and even of death,
were directly attributable to school work. Amending Acts
and modifications of the Code followed till, after having been
operative on the brain power of the country for many years,
what is now admitted by all to have been the vicious system
of payment by individual results was finally eliminated. Can
it be doubted that we are now suffering, and our asylums
being filled, as a result of those years of strain upon theyoung
brain, development being greatly interfered with, resulting
in stunted growth and poor physique, with tendency to break
down under even moderate strain?

It is not, however, only in the past tense that I refer to
over-pressure on the young brain. In Board Schools the
strain has been greatly relieved, although much depends upon
the methods employed and the temper of the teacher, nervous
strain and worry being even worse than lesson cramming.
But in the higher departments of school and college life the
whole tendency of the age is to put unlimited pressure upon
the young growing brain. Subjects of examination are being
multiplied and rendered more and more difficult and compre-
hensive, apparently on the supposition that mental power
consists of such pabulum, instead of the infinitely delicate
and complex structure of nerve cells and filaments of which
the brain is composed, and which are developed, or their
development thwarted, on exactly the same lines of activity
as are other voluntary parts of the body.
But worst of all is the prevailing system of competitive

examination, which is that of payment by results in its worst
form. Prizes, bursaries, scholarships, civil appointments, etc.,
are for those who work hardest, quite irrespective of the
amount of work thus entailed in relation to brain power or
the requirements of development. The system compares
unfavourably with the " long-distance rides "of the Continent,
which are very generally condemned as cruel and injurious to
the horses. Such "rides" are a severe test of the staying
powers of the horses, and many break down and even die on
the road. It is most unlikely, however, that a three or four-
year-old horse, which is at about the stage of development of
an eighteen to twenty-three-year-old human brain, would be
chosen to run in the race, nor is it likely that the winners
find places in crack cavalry regiments. Much more probably
they spend the short remainder of their days between the shafts
of the hackney cab. Then the "ride " is of limited, though great,
length with a certain definite goal and stable at the end. The
race for prize, bursary, or appointment has no limit short of
endurance and the date of examination. The competition
is, doubtless, a test of the brain power to start with,
and the winners are probably of the strongest. It has yet to
be shown that these are more fit for future work than the
horses just referred to. And what of those who are not
winners-who may be as a hundred to one of the successful
competitors-of those who break down on the road, and of
those who, after many months of excessive work with a
"Icrammer," reach the examination but fail, perhaps by a
single mark, to obtain an appointment? I commend this as a
line of inquiry to the Lunacy Commissioners.-I am, etc.,
Dollar, N.B., Nov, 29th. JOHN STRACHAN, M.D.

THE AFTER-TREATMENT OF PLEURISY AND THE
PROPHYLAXIS OF POST-PLEURITIC TUBERCLE.
SIR,-Tuberculous pleurisy is so common, and it is so com-

monly a precursor to pulmonary tuberculosis, that its recog-
nition and treatment, but much more still the after-treatment
of the patient, must take their place in the front line of our
prophylactic measures. No other form of tuberculous inva-
sion gives us so timely a warning and so fair a chance to do
the right thing; for though it may happen that a minute
pulmonary lesion is the immediate antecedent, the lung may
remain for months or for years an apparently sound lung, and
the case amenable to an early and persevering prophylaxis by
hygiene. The success of the latter largely depends upon the
immediate after-treatment of the pleuritic attack no less than
upon the treatment of the effusion itself, a subject to which
Dr. Barr of Liverpool had been the most recent contributor.
Professor Hayem's clinical work, as set forth in Dr. Georges


